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ness. I had nothing that he did not ask me for, often
taking my mantle off my shoulders to put it on his
own. Now as I could not satisfy all his demands,
he looked upon me with an evil eye; indeed, even if
I had given him all the little I had, I could not have
gained [203] his friendship, because we were at vari-
ance on other subjects.

In the third place, seeing that he acted the Prophet,
amusing these people by a thousand absurdities,
which he invented, in my opinion, every day, I did
not lose any opportunity of convincing him of their
nonsense and childishness, exposing the senseless-
ness of his superstitions. Now this was like tearing
his soul out of his body; for, as he could no longer
hunt, he acted the Prophet and Magician more than
ever before, in order to preserve his credit, and to
get the dainty pieces. So that in shaking his au-
thority, which was diminishing daily, I was touching
the apple of his eye and wresting from him the de-
lights of his Paradise, which are the pleasures of his
jaws.

In the fourth place, wishing to have sport at my
expense, he sometimes made me write vulgar things
in his language, assuring me there was nothing bad
in them, then made me pronounce these shameful
words, which I did not understand, in the presence of
the Savages. Some women having warned me of this
trick, I told him I would no longer soil my paper nor
my [204] lips with these vile words. He insisted,
however, that I should read before all those of the
cabin, and some Savages who had come thither,
something he had dictated to me. I answered
him that, if the Apostate would interpret them to
me, I would read them. That Renegade refusing to



